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Abstracts

Mirroring Hostile Discourses in Conflict: Narratives of Israel and Iran

Zhang Yuan & Xiao Xiunv

Abstract: Hostile discourse is an important dimension for exploring the conflict
between Israel and Iran. Since the Iranian Islamic Revolution in 1979, the political
discourse between Israel and Iran has changed from moderate to hostile. The hostile
discourse between Israel and Iran has led to three types of hostile discourse mirroring
mechanisms with low to high coupling degrees, namely, uncoupling, loose coupling,
and complete coupling, which correspond to the three images of ideological
competitors, degenerating competitors, and implacable enemies. The higher the
degree of coupling, the more obvious the mirroring effect of Israel and Iran’s
confrontation around the *basic discourse’. In the state of complete coupling, Israel
and Iran attack each other through identity imitation’ and representation projection’
symbols in the context of ‘choice — myth — trauma’ narratives, constantly subverting
each other’s discourse and maintaining their own legitimacy. Although the hostile
discourse and confrontational practices of the two countries are not completely
consistent and have a certain performative and irrational nature, as the mirror
coupling is maintained as a normal state, the mirroring hostile discourse integrated
into daily political and social life gradually becomes a reference to one’ s own
situation, inevitably carrying the dimension of real political domination, stimulating
and promoting the escalation of conflicts and even military confrontation between
Israel and Iran.

Key words; relations among Middle East countries; mirroring hostile discourse;

Iran; Israel; mirror coupling

Dilemmas and Pathways to Collaborative Governance in Smart Cities of the
Gulf Arab States
Li Zhenjie & Che Xiaomei

Abstract; As a novel urban governance model, multi —agent collaborative governance

has increasingly demonstrated its enabling role in smart city governance. In recent
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years, against the backdrop of the global new technological revolution, Gulf Arab
states have actively explored innovations by applying this cutting — edge concept to
their smart city governance practices. Through collaborations among government
departments, market entities, social organizations, and citizen participants, these
countries have established a basic framework for smart city collaborative governance
tailored to their socio — economic characteristics. Key measures include refining top —
level designs, constructing multi — stakeholder dialogue platforms, expanding
application scenarios for collaborative governance, and enhancing forward — looking
planning and strategic deployment. However, given the complexity and challenges
inherent in smart city governance, Gulf Arab states continue to face multiple
dilemmas in advancing this new collaborative model. These challenges primarily
manifest as weak collaborative foundations, insufficient decentralization of power and
empowerment, lack of robust guarantee mechanisms, underdeveloped multi —stakeholder
ecosystems, and inefficient evaluation and feedback channels. These issues
significantly constrain the effectiveness of collaborative governance in the region. To
address these challenges, Gulf Arab states must closely align with local realities,
integrate advanced governance concepts and technologies, and continuously improve
their operational mechanisms for smart city collaborative governance. By doing so,
they will gradually develop a distinctive and advantageous collaborative governance
system for smart cities. This system will not only provide robust support for the
modernization of urban governance in the region but also contribute innovative
solutions to the global development of smart cities.

Key words: smart cities; Gulf Arab states; multi —agent collaborative governance;

modernization of urban governance

The Approach to High — Quality Development of China — GCC Cross — border
E — commerce in the Context of New Quality Productive Forces

Wang Xiaoyu

Abstract: The Gulf Cooperation Council ( GCC) countries are key partners with
China among Global South nations in advancing the digital transformation of trade,
with cross — border e — commerce serving as a focal point in the digitalization of

China - GCC trade. New quality productive forces, centered on technological
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