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A Study on Tiirkiye’s Central Asia Policy Since Tayyip Erdogan Took Office
Zeng Xianghong & Wang Zihan

Abstract; Tiirkiye is an important external actor influencing Central Asia, and
Central Asia is one of the key regions in Tiirkiye’ s diplomatic strategy. Since Tayyip
Erdogan came to power, Tiirkiye has adjusted its Central Asian policy on the basis of
a new holistic diplomatic strategy, and its investment and attention to Central Asia
are second only to the Middle East. The objectives of Tiirkiye’ s Central Asian policy
are threefold: to shape Central Asia into the “strategic deep zone” to support the
country’ s vision of “global power” ; to promote the westward movement of energy
from Central Asia to build the country into a global energy hub; to enhance the
integration of Turkic — speaking countries and actively participate in Central Asian
affairs, in line with a holistic foreign policy shift towards the “eastward”. In order
to achieve these policy objectives, Tiirkiye has adopted multiple policy tools,
including summit diplomacy, economic diplomacy, public diplomacy, security
diplomacy and energy diplomacy, to promote all — round cooperation with Central
Asia, thereby ensuring the implementation of its Central Asian policy. At the same
time, in the specific implementation process, Tiirkiye’ s policy in Central Asia is
characterized by the circularity of country — specific policy layout, a preference for
cultural means in the use of policy tools and a balanced strategy to ensure policy
implementation. In terms of the future trend of the Central Asian game, although
Tiirkiye has achieved a significant advance in the implementation of its Central Asian
policy by adopting the “issue — hedging strategy” , with the ending of the Russia —
Ukraine conflict and the easing of relations between Russia and the West, the
Turkish — Russian competition in Central Asia is likely to further intensify and even
reshape the game pattern of the great powers in Central Asia.

Key words: Tiirkiye’ s Central Asian policy; Erdogan government; circularity;

“strategic deep zone” ; balance strategy
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