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China’s “The Belt and Road” Initiative in Iran.
Political Environment and Coping Style

Fan Hongda

Abstract: Iran is a node state among the Belt and Road Initiative
countries. China and Iran have kept friendly relations for a long period. With the Iran
nuclear agreement signed in July 2015, Iran’ s diplomatic space has continued to
expand day by day. However, Iran’s international situation is still not ideal. Iran’ s
relations with Saudi Arabia, Israel and USA are pretty problematic. Though the
conservative or radical faction still has huge influence on Iran’ s future development,
its political development has become more and more pragmatic. When China promotes
“the Belt and Road” initiative in Iran, China must pay more attention to the trend
of Iran’ s political and social development. Also, China should further consolidate
the existing ties with Iran and clearly recognize the role of “the Belt and Road”

initiative in overall Sino — Iranian relations.

Key Words: China’s Diplomacy; “The Belt and Road” ; Iran
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