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and reconciliation; nation—state building

The Evolution of Afghan Taliban’s Ideology and Its Impact on Governance
Wang Feng

Abstract: The evolution of Afghan Taliban’s ideology has reflected, to some
extent, Taliban’s ability to adapt passively or actively to the needs of historical
development. In the 1990s, the ideology of the Afghan Taliban was mainly
influenced by the extremist thoughts of the Deoband School in South Asia, while
incorporating elements of Wahhabism practiced in Saudi Arabia and the customary
laws of the Pushtun tribes. These sources have determined the Islamist nature of the
Taliban’ s ideology, which is centered on the Taliban’ s unique understanding of
Islamic Law and is therefore dogmatic, extremist, and exclusive. The Taliban as a
regime was overthrown after the 2001 war in Afghanistan, but it was quickly
reorganized. In the following two decades, the Taliban’s political identity and status
has shifted and its strategic objectives have been reshaped. lis organizational structure
has accordingly undergone changes and has led to some serious internal divisions. At
the same time, the Taliban has been subjected to various forms of Islamic thoughts
with modern significance. As a result, new developments have taken place in the
Taliban ideology, in which the Islamic Law has been taken on a broader
understanding and the epistemology has been transformed from a focus on external
beliefs to an emphasis on internal beliefs. On this basis, other ideological dimensions
of the Taliban’s ideology, such as that of politics, propaganda, military and
foreign relations, have been able to be adjusted based on the needs of the
reality. Nevertheless, the development of its ideology still has limitation and
complexity. After the Taliban seized power again in August 2021, the above changed
ideology has guided and influenced the Taliban’ s governing practices to a certain
extent, the direction of Taliban’ s rule accordingly needs further observation.
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