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Abstracts

developing countries. It actively benchmarks high - standard international digital
trade rules, exhibiting characteristics such as wide applicability, multiple coverage
areas, high standard rules, as well as emphasis on public policy objectives and
national security, which represents that Africa is constructing digital trade rules
template that is in line with its own development. However, there are still some
issues with the Digital Trade Protocol, such as topics that are not suitable for
Africa’ s current development level, risks of abuse of exception clauses, and
uncertainties regarding subsequent implementation. As an important economic and
trade partner of Africa, China can take measures to connect actively digital trade
rules, establish institutional arrangements, and strengthen infrastructure cooperation
to respond in the construction of African digital trade rules.

Key words: digital trade rule; Digital Trade Protocol; African template; AfCFTA

Historical Foundation, Practical Motivations and Path Choices of Tiirkiye’ s
Involvement in Solving Afghanistan Issues

Zhu Yongbiao, Zhang Yanwan & Lai Shiyu

Abstract: In 2021, the U.S. adjusted its policy towards Afghanistan, which is
again facing a major change. In the face of the many variables brought about by the
U. S. withdrawal, Tiirkiye, as an Islamic country in NATO, its role in Afghanistan
issue is being re — examined. After more than 100 years of development, Tiirkiye and
Afghanistan have close cultural and historical ties. Tiirkiye is not only attractive to
Afghans, but also has experience in coordinating internal contradictions within
Afghanistan and has close ties with various stakeholders. This gives Tiirkiye a certain
advantage in its participation in solving Afghanistan issues. The impact and spillover
of non — traditional security issues such as terrorism, drugs, and refugees in
Afghanistan, and the position of Afghanistan in Tiirkiye’ s overall foreign policy,
enhance the need for Tiirkiye to further intervene in Afghanistan, and Tiirkiye’ s
good image and influence in Afghanistan also provide it with the possibility to
intervene. Tiirkiye’ s support to Afghanistan security affairs, participation in the
institutionalization of Afghanistan construction, and promoting social and economic
reconstruction in Afghanistan, also achieved certain results. However, to further

participate in Afghanistan issues in the future, Tirkiye will still face many
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challenges, such as the constraints of its own internal problems, the imperfect
cooperation mechanism, the influence of other major powers and the variables
brought by Taliban’ s return to power.

Key words: Tiirkiye; Afghanistan issue; HoA —IP; Taliban; the United States

Italy’ s Africa Policy Adjustments and Prospects in the Context of “Enlarged
Mediterranean”
Shi Dou & Sun Yanhong

Abstract: Since World War II, Italy’ s Africa policy has been an essential part of
its Mediterranean policy, which revolves around the two pillars of Atlantic policy and
European policy. Over the years, it has gone through three phases characterized by
“losing Africa”, “returning to Africa” , and “heading South”. In the past decade,
Africa has become increasingly prominent in ltaly’ s diplomatic agenda, and the
“Enlarged Mediterranean” framework provides valuable insights into ltaly’ s strategic
adjustments towards Africa during this period. From the “Iialy — Africa Initiative” in
2013 to the “Partnership with Africa” in 2020, Italy has sought to transcend the
“Energy — Migration” framework that has characterized its cooperation with Africa,
replacing it with an “equal partnership” framework focused on “Development —
Governance”. Against this backdrop, in 2024, Tialy’s Meloni government formally
announced its latest aid program for Africa, the “Mattei Plan” , which once again
puts cooperation in the traditional fossil energy sector at the core of its strategy for
Africa, seemingly turning back the clock. The future of the “Mattei Plan” faces
significant challenges, including the security and governance issues of North African
energy exporters and transit countries. Additionally, its success depends on the
Italian government’ s ability to secure support from the European Union and the
United States, and to convert the plan into tangible outcomes.

Key words: Italy — Africa relations; “Enlarged Mediterranean” ; “Mattei Plan” ;

energy crisis; migration crisis
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