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From the Atlantic to the Great Periphery: A Study of Tiirkiye’ s Composite
Alignment Strategy
Du Donghui

Abstract: The “Composite Alignment Strategy” is a composite security community
established by sovereign states together with their partners. It is based on multi —
dimensional geographical space aims to maintain multiple goals and relays on
various mobilization means. In this strategy the promoting variables and hindering
variables are in a set of dynamic balance. Since the Arab upheaval at the end of
2010 the trend of multi — polarity in the Middle East has accelerated and Tiirkiye
has taken the initiative to shape the security cooperation architecture and formed a
task — oriented composite alignment strategy. It includes regulating the military
alliance with NATO to create an equal security partnership; leading a pro — Muslim
Brotherhood entente to promote modern Islamism; and using ethnic identity as a grip
to promote the development of the Pan - Turkic alignment. Tiirkiye’s composite
alignment strategy is multi —layered proactive and dynamic. It both unites and
struggles with its partners and this overlapping and interlocking alignment strategy
reflects the great power ambitions of the Erdogan government. Tiirkiye” s composite
alignment strategy is a balance between the diversity of its identity its role as a
major regional power and its national capabilities. In terms of effectiveness Tiirkiye’ s
composite alignment strategy has enhanced its regional influence demonstrated its
independence and strategic autonomy but it also has some negative effects.
Internally it has increased Tiirkiye s economic burden and risked overdrawing the
country’ s strategic resources; externally it has exacerbated the security dilemmas of
its adversaries and provoked the camping of the regional landscape. Under the
background of the new era the alliance politics of great powers is becoming
increasingly utilitarian  and multi —level multi — dimensional and task — oriented
alignment is becoming a trend.

Key words: Composite Alignment Strategy; Tiirkiye; Middle East security; quasi —
alliance; asymmetric military alliance; pro — Muslim Brotherhood alignment; Pan -

Turkic alignment
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